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1 is a Duty at all Times incumbent on the Clergy, 
to inſtruct the People in the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity, and to. engage them to work out their Salvati- 
g. but there are ſome times, that call for greater 


99 70 of Diligence i in them than others; ; and the 
leaſt Remiſ be a great Crime in them, when they ſee 


the Number of dos who. would 2 296 their Flocks into the 
| broad way of Deſtruction i increaſe, and find them make more 


| bold and open attacks on the eras Religion: Tun ſuch a Seaſon 
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(4) 

It is a very melancholy thing, but too notoriouſſy known, 
that in our neighbouring Nation, not only particular Doctrines, 
but the very Truth of that holy Religion we profeſs, have been 
publickly attack d, and thoſe Miracles, on which the Divine Miſ- 
tion and Authority of our Saviour is founded, have been expos'd 
and ridicul'd; and Infidelity, as we are aſſur d, en to ſpread 
among the meaner People, who, formerly uſed to be free from 


that Infection. 
We have indeed hitherto felt but little of this Evil in this 


Kingdom ; and wh at Cotruption of this any rr — 
hither, has been chiefly confin'd to private Convexſation; 

we have too much intercourſe with England, and are too apt to 
imitate what is faſhionable there, to hope, that if Things go on 
there in the preſent way, we ſhall long remain without Infide- 
lity making as bold puſhes amongſt us, as it is making there. 
This I am ſure, that from what we hear is the ũhhappy con- 
dition of Religion there, we have all imaginable Reaſon to pre- 
pare our People, and endeavour to fore- arm them againſt the 
Dangers, we ſee threatning Religion on that Side of the Water. 

The Attacks which of late have been made on Religion there, 
are chiefly on reveal'd Religion; but if theſe, Seducers ſucceed 
in that Point, they will not be more favourable to natural Re- 
ligion. 

As both natural and reveal'd Religion enjoyn the ſame moral 
Duties, which are ſo contrary to Men's Luſts, a wicked Man 
would gain no great matter by overturning reveal'd Religion, 
whilſt natural Religion ſtood it's Ground: Except by natural Re- 
ligion they mean, as poſſibly they may in Time inform us they 
do, ſuch a Religion, as teaches nothing of the Immortality of 
the Soul, and a State of future Rewards and Puniſhments, or e- 
aeg el. 79 YEW by 
But the denying the Providence of God, and a future State, 
is denying the Being of God to all Purpoſes of Morality. Nor 
h — | | can 
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dan the belief of a Providence in this World, without believing 
a World to come, ſupport the Practice of Piety and Virtue a- 
mongſt Men; when it is obvious, that in the main there is 
one Event happens to the Righteous and to the Wicked in this 
World, and that ſometimes the Virtuous even ſuffer here for their 
Virtue. | 
That ſuch a Spirit of Infidelity ſhould ariſe in theſe Ages, is 
ſo far from giving any juſt Scandal, that it is rather a Confirma- 
tion of the Truth of the Goſpel, where we find this foretold 
by our Saviour, when he ſaid, Luke 18. 8. V hen the ſon of man 
5 cometh, ſhall he find faith on the earth ? ret) | 
It is certain, this Infidelity is not owing to the Enemies of 
Religion having diſcover'd any new weakneſſes in the Chriſtian 
Faith, that were unobſerv'd by their Predeceflors, or having 
: form'd any ſtronger Arguments againſt it, than were thought of 
in former Ages. Nor has the Chriſtian Religion been leſs ſtre- 
nuouſly aſſerted by it's Profeſſors than formerly. On the con- 
= trary, within the Century laſt paſt, more clear, diſtin& and me- 
= thodical Apologies have been publiſh'd in defence of Chriſti- 
anity, than were ever written before. And the late Attacks on 
our holy Faith, have not had a greater ſtrength of reaſon than 
== thoſe made by others; but they have had more of ſcurrility and 
buffoonry, than had been made uſe of before. 
And as it is our Duty to preſerve, as far as we can, our 
Flocks from this infection of Unbelief; it may not be amiſs to 
make fome Enquiries into what are the true Cauſes of the preſent 
growth of Infidelity; that we may the better diſcover which are 
the moſt proper methods to put a ſtop to this Evil. 
— Now I am fully perſuaded, that two great cauſes of the in- 
e Immorality of thoſe, 
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4 creaſe of Infidelity are the Ignorance and t 
ho profeſs Chriſtianity, 1 
And 1/. of che Ignorance of thoſe who profeſs Chriſtiani- 
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(8) | 
it ig Wicke gteat gtlef of Heart chat I ſpehk it; but, I. fear, it 
is a ching bot to bs dend, tliat the genernlity of Chriſtiaus are 


ſuch only in name, without even a 4uperficiat Knowledge of 


the Principles and Docttines of the Chriſtian Religion: They 

believe in cke gtoſs that the Goſpel is — — 
gers to what is there taught. I wiſh too many of them are nòt 
even ignorant of tlie nature of that Salvation there rehch'd out 
to Mankind, and of the need men ſtand in of it, or What we 
are to do to be made partakers thereof. They think 1rdeed that 
God is merciful, and feady to forgive the Sins of ſuch as Re- 
pent; but they] know not wRerein that Repentance and Faith which 
can fit us for having our Sins pardon'd;” conſiſt. If they believe 
there'is a Heaven and a Hell after this life, they are not duly 


ſenſible of that Holineſs requir'd of us to obtain — one, and 
ht to 
enſa- 
1 


avoid the other. If chey think in general, that Men o 
be good and virruols; yet are they igadrant of the in 
ble Obligations they lie under to pur ſue Virtue, and thats 


Particulars of their Duty: JT it ng fl nich 18 
But where” Men ko ſo little of their Religion, what wort 
der is it; that they are not able to vindicate it from 


preſentation made of it? or Arab ene from 
What they do not underſtand? > yd 9berm 910 


Whilſt vith thoſe ho \tre/duly-infira8idd:dur-olf che Sctip- 


tures in the ſeveral Doctrines of the Faith they profeſs, inis far 


otherwiſe. They will thence learn ſuch an account of the Na- 


ture f 4 the God; hom they worſhip; as to ll their een 
with an Habitual Awe and Veneration of him; which wilt-re- | 
all, maſt be ſo very Able to avenge” him Hhoſt, bh a⁰⏑ wo. 
They will: tien be cable ro 


5 


queſtion, Who if 1 


ſtrain them from calling his bn 


not that” he ſhould reign oder ibm. F 


ſee how reaſonable the practice of Virtus 8g od, Wrnefei alto 


Mankind, as well as to the vittuous Perſon; | holy #ollipalbalared | 


the motives of the Goſpel are to make Men truly righteour; 4 
what 
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Fat caſe and comfort Religion miniſters to guilty and troubled 
= Conſciences ; and what Support it affords to us, under all the 
Afflictions and Calamities of this Life. And they will not 
part with a Doctrine, they find to be of ſo much Benefit, 
Comfort and Support to them, for the ſake of any trifling 
Objection, or ſcurrilous Jeſt, that wanton Wits may make up- 
on it. 
I ̃ here is likewiſe another way, by which Ignorance promotes 
* Infidelity; and that is, by it's being an occaſion of the bad Lives 
of Men. For, where Men are unacquainted with their Duty, 
and the Motives to perform it, they become an eaſy prey to 
their own Luſts; and are by them hurry'd away to the Com- 
miſſion of thoſe Sins, to which they are moſt inclin'd, or which 
they ſee others about them purſuing. 
Put, how Immorality advances Infidelity, is what I ſhall in 
the next Place conſider. 
That Infidelity has a tendency to make Men immoral, by 
-— deſtroying all thoſe reſtraints from Vice, and encouragements 
to Virtue, drawn from the ſeveral Doctrines of Religion, cannot 
be doubted. But on the other hand, Immorality lends a 
helping Hand to, and advances Infidelity. 
And this it does Firſt in the immoral Man himſelf, by pre- 
: paring and diſpoſing him to Inhdelity. 
A wicked Man, who underſtands and believes the truths of 
Religion, finds a great deal of trouble and uneaſineſs from the 
* girds of his Conſcience, even whilſt he is committing Sin; which 
> takes off a great Part of that Pleaſure and Satisfaction the Sin- 


" 


ner pres to himſelf, and by which he was drawn in to Sin. 

But he has ſtill a more melancholy Scene to run through, 
when his 'Conſcience afterwards . upbraids him with his 
Crime, and fills his - guilty Mind with the dreadful expectation 
Xx of a Judgment to come, and of ſuffering eternal Puniſh- 
ment for the ſhort Pleaſure obtain'd by his Sin. And ſuch 
__” | B an 


(8) 
an one cannot but wiſh that the Goſpel were falſe, and 
that Vice were no ſuch Evil as to be hateful to God here, 
and to expoſe the Sinner to inſupportable Sufferings hereaf- 
ter. | 5 
But when a Man gets ſo far, as to think it his Intereſt, and 
to wiſh, that Religion were an idle invention of Men, and 
not a Revelation from Heaven ; it is no wonder if ſuch an one 
is by degrees ſeduc'd to Infidelity, by thoſe who lie in wait to 
deceive, tho* they offer but weak Arguments againſt Religion. 
For, what a Man wiſhes, he is eaſily perſwaded to. | 

On the other fide, the Virtuous Perſon has no Intereſt to 
have Religion be falſe. He has brought his Natural inclinati- 
ons into Subjection, and is no ways diſpleas'd that God has laid 
them under Reſtraints. It is no Hardſhip to him, to be oblig'd 
to the Practice of Virtue ; ſince he has already made it his Choice, 
He is not afraid of the Threatenings of Hell, becauſe he hopes 
he is in the Way to avoid them. And, as for the Promiſes 
of Heaven, he- is labouring to obtain them; and the Proſpe& 
of arriving at them, is his great Comfort : So that, if he con- 
fiders the Arguments for Religion, and the Objections againſt 
it, he has nothing within him, that takes off from the Force 
of the former, or that adds Weight to the latter. And as he 
is thus willing to do the Will of God, whatever it be, he has the 
Promiſe of our Saviour, that he ſhall know of his Dodctriue, 
whether it be from God. 

The Prejudices of a good and righteous Man, rather lye on 
the fide of Religion. He cannot but ſee that it is his Intereſt, 
that Religion ſhould be true, that ſo he may be entitled to an 
eternal Reward in Heaven, reſerv'd for thoſe who perſevere in well- 
doing. And, he has Arguments for the Truth of Religion, from 
what paſles within his own Mind, that no wicked Man can have. 
He feels within himſelf, the gentle, but powerful Aſſiſtances of 
God's 


(9) 


** God's Holy Spirit, enabling him to conquer his Luſts, and 


walk in the Paths of Virtue, ſupporting him under the 
ſeveral Croſſes and Afflictions of this miſerable Life, and filling 
his Mind with a Foretaſte of thoſe Joys, to the Fulneſs of 
which he ſhall be admitted in the next World. 

He has experimentally found, what an evil and a bitter thing 


it is to Sin againſt God, and the Satisfaction it affords to a guil- 


ty Mind, laden with the Burthen of it's Crimes, to have a 
lively Faith in the Mercies of God, for the Pardon of his Sins, 
through the Merits and Satisfaction of his crucihed Saviour. 
So, that trying to prove to him, that there is nothing in 
Religion, is trying to make him disbelieve the Senſations of 
his own Mind, in which he has felt ſo powerful and ſo com- 
fortable Effects of Religion. 

Thus ſtrongly fortified is every truly good Man, againſt In- 
fidelity, in proportion to the Advances he has made in true 


Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, 


In the next place, Immorality promotes Infidelity in others, 
It is very natural for thoſe who are Strangers to the Doctrine 


of the Goſpel, when they ſee ſuch as profeſs it, lead wicked 
and ſcandalous Lives, to charge the vices of Chriſtians, on the 


Chriſtian Religion; and to infer, that either Chriſtianity does 
not require a pious and virtuous Converſation of it's Followers, 
or that Chriſtians, notwithſtanding their outward Profeſſions, 
do not believe the Truth of their Religion. And thus the 


Name of God, and his holy Truths, are blaſphemed becauſe 
of their wicked Lives, who own the Belief of them. 


This indeed is but a fallacious Argument; ſince, in temporal Af- 


fairs, we ſee Men, through the ill Habits they have contracted, by 
the Power of their Luſts, and their want of Conſideration, keep 


*; 

2 

2 vt 
mm 


on in ſuch Courſes, as in their cooler Thoughts they are con- 
vinced muſt end in the Ruin of their Eſtates and Health, 


A 
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And in like manner; a Perſon may believe the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and be ſomewhar inſtructed in it's Doctrines; 
and yet, for want of ſtrengthening his Faith, and improving his 
Knowledge, and ſeriouſly and often conſidering of his Duty, 
and the powerful Motives of the Goſpel to perform it, may con- 
tinue in a Courſe of Sin. 

And, if the bad Lives of common Chriſtians confirm the Un- 
believer, and ſhake the Faith of weak Profeſſors; the Caſe muſt 
be much worte where the Clergy at any Time are Examples 
of Vice and Impiety. As it cannot be ſuppoſed, that they arc 
ignorant of the true Doctrines of the Goſpel, of what Actions 
it preſcribes to be practis'd or avoided, or of the Motives it pro- 
poſes to engage Men to comply with it's Rules; men are, on ac- 
count of their Immorality, more 3 tempted to ſuſpect, that 
the Chriſtian Religion lays down no ſuch ſtrict Rules of Holineſs 
as is pretended; or, that to Perſons well skilled in it's My- 
ſteries, it teaches ſome Way of compounding with God for a Vir- 
tuous Life; or elſe, that theſe vicious Clergy men know that the 
whole Affair of Religion is a Cheat, and Impoſition on Man- 
kind, to keep the deluded Multitude in Awe; but is nothing to 
wiſe and knowing Perſons. | 

But on the other Side, the Virtuous and exemplary Lives of 
Ohriſtians, ſtrengthen the Faith of weak Brethren, and difpoſe the 
Unbeliever to embrace the Goſpel. There is aBeauty in Virtue, 
that ſtrikes the Attention, and draws on the Admiration of the Be- 
holder; and even thoſe applaud a good Action, who neither think 
of doing the like, nor believe there is any Moral difference in the 
Actions of Men; but ſtill they are unable ſo far to diveſt themſelves 
of Humanity it felf, as not to think ſome Actions honourable and 
Praiſe-worthy, and the contrary baſe and ignominious. N 
And where they ſee the Chriſtian Religion produce a ſteady _ 

and regular purſuit, of what they cannot help commending, and 
as ſteady an abhorrence of what they muſt own to be Blame- 
|; vorthy : ws 


( 
worthy; they will be tempted to think, that there muſt be ſome- 
what excellent in that Religion, which has ſo good an influence 
on the Minds of thoſe who believe it, if it ſhould not have that 
Divine Original it lays claim to. And this good Opinion may 
engage them to examine thoſe Arguments brought to prove, that 
the Goſpel is from God; if not with Favour, yet at leaſt with 
Impartiality, and a Freedom from Prejudice. And our holy Re- 
gion wants nothing farther, than to be conſider'd by an unby- 
aft mind. +1 

It is with this View our Bleſſed Saviour commands his Follow - 
ers, to let their Light ſo ſhine before Men, that others may ſee 
their good Works, and glorify their Father which is in Heaven. i. e. 
both by embracing the Religion God has reveal'd to the World, 
and by imitating thoſe good Works. 

And St. Peter, 1. Ep. 3. 1. encourages Wives to be ſubjett to 
their HusLands, in hopes that thoſe Hushands, who obey not the 
Word, or believe not the Goſpel, may without the Word be won 
by the Converſation of their Wives, when they behold their chaſte 
Converſation coupled with Fear. 

And there is no doubt, but in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 

more Converts were made to the Chriſtian Religion, by the re- 
markable Innocency and Virtue, Patience and Meekneſs, Tem- 
perance and Sobriety, univerſal Love and Charity, of it's Pro- 
feſſors, than by any other Arguments brought to confirm it's 
Truth. 
- Having thus ſeen that the Succeſs of Infidelity, wherever it's 
Infection ſpreads among Chriſtians, is chiefly owing to their Ig- 
norance and Immorality ; we need not be at à loſs, by what Me- 
thods we may beſt prepare and fortify our People, againſt the 
8 of any, who ſhall endeavour to entice them from the 
Faith. 

And the firſt Method I ſhall mention, is by ſetting them a 
good example in our Life and Converſation ; and I mention this 


Urſt, 


612) 
firſt, becauſe 1 fear that without this, all our Inſtructions and Ex- 
hortations will be of little weight with them. 

The Scandal our bad Lives muſt give to our Flocks, I have 
already mention'd: But on the contrary, our good Lives will 
give them the greateſt Security, we can give them, that we moſt 
htirmly believe thoſe Truths, we labour to inſtruct them in; and that 
we are fully perſuaded of the Neceſſity of wry aides with the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, when we carefully comply with them our 
ſelves. And if they ſee us making the happineſs of Heaven, our 
great aim; if they obſerve us, conſtant in Acts of Piety and De- 
votion ; zealous for the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Men's 
Souls; contented and eaſy under the Diſpenſations of God's Pro- 
vidence ; chaſte and temperate, juſt and honeſt, meek and hum- 
ble, quiet and peaceable, kind and charitable to all Men, and 
abounding in every other good Work; it will not only give a 
Strength to what we ſay to them, but may likewiſe, through 
the Grace of God, draw them to follow the good Pattern ſet 
them by their Paſtors : At leaſt it will be an additional ſtrength- 
ening of their Faith; and may perhaps preſerve them from the 
Snares of Infidels, when all other Arguments would prove inef- 
fectual. 

Having thus, in a Manner truly becoming Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, ſecur'd our Authority with our People, we ought to la- 
bour to inſtruct thoſe committed to our Charge, in the Princi- 
ples and ſeveral Doctrines of our holy Religion. 

And here, the Things, we are moſt carefully to inſtruct them 
in, are not nice and curious points of Speculation; but the plain 
and practical Doctrines of the Goſpel. 

It will be proper to explain to a the Nature of that God, 
whom we ſerve; his being the Creator of the World, and every 
Thing in it; his Power and Wiſdom and Knowledge; his Ve- 
racity, his juſtice and Mercy, and whatever other Attributes of 


his 
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his are either proper for our Imitation, or apt to influence our 
Actions. 

We ſhould likewiſe acquaint them with the Nature of the Re- 
demption, wrought for us by the bleſſed Jeſus Chriſt, both God 
and Man; his rg our Nature upon him, and in it ſuffering 

an ignominious Death, and making an Atonement for our Sins; 
the miſerable Eſtate Mankind are in by Nature; the Dan— 

er they are expos'd to by the Sins they commit; the Want they 
ſtood in of a Redeemer ; the Certainty there is of our Sins be- 
Ing pardoned for the Merits of our bleſſed Saviour; the Aſſi- 
ſtances of God's Grace, which he has purchaſed for us, to enable 
us to conquer our Corruptions ; the Neceſſity there is of abſtain- 
ing from all Evil, and practiſing every Virtue ; the ſeveral Par- 
ticulars of our Duty to God, our Negbour and our ſelves; the 
immenſe Rewards promis'd to the Righteous, and the inſuppor- 
table Torments there threatned to the wicked. 

If they are inſtructed in theſe, and the like practical Truths 
of Religion, they will have Knowledge enough, to make them 
wiſe unto Salvation; which is the great End of the Scriptures 
being written, and of our Preaching. And this Knowledge, 
we may hope, will, with the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, and 
their own Endeavours, produce in them true Holineſs and Vir- 
tue. 

Now wherever they are thus inſtructed in Religion, and be- 
ſides, prove virtuous, we need not be under much Apprehenſi- 
on of their being remov'd from the Faith. 
The great Crop of Converts to Infidelity, is among the ig- 
norant and vicious; among thoſe, who know but little of Re- 
ligion, and practiſe leſs of it. LY 
What we can do farther towards making them virtuous, is 
only ſuiting our Diſcourſes, whether publick or private, to the 
particular Wants we obſerve in our People; ſometimes encou- 
; aging, ſometimes reproving them ; preſſing them to any Vir- 
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tue they ſeem moſt deficient in, and deterring them from any 
Vice they ſeem molt prone to, or moſt in danger of. And! 
could heartily wiſh, that in our Exhortations to Piety and Vir- 
tue, we chiefly made Uſe of thoſe Motives we find laid down in 
the Goſpel ; ſuch as, that God obſerves all our Actions, that he 
hates all Sin, arid loves and approves all Virtue; and that he 
will reward the latter with the Joys of Heaven, and puniſh the 

former with the Torments of Hell; and the like. For I very 
much fear, that whilſt we talk chiefly of the Beauty and De- 
cency of Vittue, and of the Deformity and Unreaſonableneſs of 
Vice, and other the like Conſiderations, without calling in God 
and another World, we make leſs impreſhon on our People, 
than we may imagine. Theſe are Conſiderations more calcu- 
lated for refin'd Minds, than for the Bulk of Mankind; and 

with moſt will have no farther effect, than to convince them, that 
what they are thus taught, is good Advice; but not that it is 
their indiſpenſable Duty. And I wiſh that the World may not 
have grown worſe, whilſt their Teachers have been trying to re- 
form them, rather with Conſiderations taken meerly from Rea- 
ſon, than by Arguments drawn from the Scriptures. 

And, as the more early Perſons are inſtructed in the Truth, 
and engaged in a Courſe of Virtue, the more effectually are they 
ſecur'd from the Attacks of Infidelity ; ſo will it more eſpecially 
become us to inſtru& the Children under our Care, and to try 
to make them virtuous ; that, by thus being train d up in be Way 
in which they ſhould go, they may not, when they are old, depart 
from it. Y | | 
| You may obſerve, that among the Ways of fortifying our 
Flock againſt Infidelity, I have not mentioned the anſwering 
the Objections of Infidels in our Sermons to ordinary Congre- * 
gations. If any of our Flock have met with any Objection a- 
gainſt our Religion, which ſhakes their Faith, it will, no doubt 
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be our Duty to anſwer it, in private Converſation with them. 
But I fear, the opening the ſeveral Objections of Infidels before 
our common Congregations, tho* we anſwer'd them never fo 
fully, might (for want of their taking our Arguments rightly) 
leave thoſe Scruples in their Minds, which perhaps would not 
otherwiſe have been rais'd-there at all. £ 
We may indeed with ſafety prove to them the Being of a God, 
from this viſible Creation; becauſe. they muſt be very weak 
Minds, which cannot take the Force of that Argument. And it 
may be very proper on Occaſion to obſerve to them, the great 
Proof there is of the Truth of what is taught by Mo/es and the 
Prophets, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, from the ſeveral Miracles 
wrought by them, and recorded'in the Scriptures; that they 
may not doubt of what is contain'd in the old and new Teſta- 
ment, concerning the Will of God: Since thoſe of the moſt or- 
dinary Capacity can underſtand; that 'a true Miracle can only 
be wrought by the Power of God; and that God never will 
make Uſe of his Power to deceive his Creatures, and bear Wit- 
neſs to a Lye. And I the rather mention this, becauſe I fear, 
'too many of the meaner People read the ſeveral Miracles rela- 
ted in the Scriptures, as ſtrange and wonderful Stories; without 
ever reflecting, that they are ſo many Proofs of the Truth of the 
Doctrines contain'd in thoſe ſacred Oracles. | 
Before I quit this Head, I cannot but recommend it to you, 
to preſs on your People the Subſtantial Parts of Religion; that 
they may not place Picty in outward Obſervances, but in a 
real Change of the Mind; not in any Thing, that can as well 
be per form d by a wicked as a righteous Man; but in a ſteady and 
onſcientious Diſcharge of their whole Duty; in purſuing the 
eeighty Precepts of the Law of God, tho* not to the Omiſh- 
Mon of any thing elſe, they ought to do. 
And, the better to cure our People of that Ignorance and Im- 


morality, which has of late ſo much increaſed; it would be of 
. C great 


(16) 
great Service, if you could revive amongſt them the Practice of 
Family-Religion. By this I mean, the worſhipping and praying 
to God in ele ſeveral Families, and the reading the Bible and 
other Religious Books there. 

There is no Family of the meaneſt Circumſtances, and where 
they depend wholly upon their Labour for Subſiſtance, but can 
on Time to put up their joint Addreſſes to Heaven, before 
they go to bed. And on Sundays at leaſt, they might find Lei- 
ſure to read ſome Portion of the Scripture, and of ſome other 
Book of Piety. | 

And yet I fear, at preſent very few Families worſhip God any 
where, 15 at Church; or think of Religion in any other Place: 

And if we obſerve the Behaviour of too many there, and the 
Courſe of their Lives, we cannot thinł it is with any ſerious At- 
tention, or to any Purpoſe, that they aſſiſt at the publick Worſhip. 
Nor is it ſtrange, that the Word of God has ſo little effect on 
them, when they never think of it, from the time the Sound of 
it ceaſes in their Ears. With theſe the Micled one cometh, and 
taketh away the Word out of their Hearts, leſt they ſhould believe 
and be ſaved. | 
And if too many, though by the Advantage of a better Edu- 
cation they know the particular Doctrines of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, yet for want of frequently thinking of them, do not re- 
gulate their Lives thereby; what Progreſs, either in Knowledge 
or Virtue, can be expected from theſe, who come to Church 
almoſt for Form ſake; and ſpend no other Time in learning 
their Duty, or diſpoſing themſelves to the Performance of it? 
Not to mention the ill Effects it muſt have on the Children 
and Servants of a Family, when no Care is taken to inſtruct them, 
at home, in the Principles of Religion; and when they ſee Chri- 


ſtian Knowledge and Virtue the leaſt part of the Care of the 
Head of the Family, | 
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| And this Negle& in Families is, no doubt, one great Cauſe 


of the growth of Ignorance and Immorality in the Chriſtian 


World. 
Another Way of curing this Evil would be, your diligent Ca- 
techiſing the Youth of your Pariſhes ; by teaching them their Ca- 


techiſm, and 2 it to them; and examining them care- 


fully, to ſee whether they indeed underſtand what they have 
been taught. This is what the Canons ſtrictly require of e- 
very Miniſter; and I fear, it is for want of the Youth being thus 


E in the Rudiments of the Chriſtian Faith, that they are 


o little edify'd by Sermons. 
And it is certain, that theſe Explanations of the practical and 
neceſſary Doctrines of Chriſtianity, would be of great Uſe to 
adult Perſons, who, through Shame, may be unwilling to be 
themſelves inſtructed in their Catechiſm ; but may with decen- 
cy, and to their Edification, attend to the Inſtructions given to 
their Children and Servants. 

And, if there were more Charity Schools erected in this King- 


dom, under proper Regulations, the Youth would be more ef- 


fectually brought up in Chriſtian Knowledge, than they are o- 


therwiſe ever likely to be. 


The deplorable Ignorance, under which a great Part of this 
Nation labours, has engaged the moſt conſiderable of the No- 
bility, Gentry, and Clergy of this Kingdom, to join in an Addreſs 
to his Majeſty, to erect ſuch a Corporation, as He ſhall judge 
proper, to endeavour to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge among 
the Children of the Poor, in * dark Corners of this Land: 
And we do not doubt, but ſo pious and well deſign'd a Petition 
will readily meet with Encouragement from his Majeſty. 

There has been a Corporation of the like Nature erected in 


== Scotland, which has met with very good Succeſs. Many. of the 
= richer ſort, of the ſeveral Degrees and Profeſſions of Men, have 
= largely contributed to ſo pious a Work there, And by the Zeal 
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and good management of the Clergy, and others of that Nati- | 


on, Engliſh Schools have been erected in ſome of the moſt © 


barbarous Parts of that Country ; and great Numbers have been 
fully inſtructed in the way to Salvation, who before knew little 
more of Chriſtianity, than the moſt Savage Nations. 

I am ſorry to ſay it, but it is undoubredly true, that there 
are many parts of this Kingdom, where (through the largeneſs 
of the Pariſhes, and the wildneſs of the Country) great numbers 
of Families live as much out of the reach of all ſaving and true 
Chriſtian Knowledge, as they can do in the worſt parts of Scoz- 
land. And 1 doubt not, but when ſuch a Corporation is erect- 
ed, People will be as forward here to contribute both their 
Money and their Pains to carry on ſo truly Chriſtian a deſign, 
as they have been there. | 

In what particular Way the good Ends deſign'd may beſt be 
anſwer'd, Time will beſt ſuggeſt and diſcover ; but this I 6nd 
is generally thought of ; ſo far as the Fund will anſwer, to bring 
up the Children to ſome honeſt Labour, at the ſame time that 
they are improv'd in knowledge; and that particular Regard 
will be had to the Children of Papiſts; that, if poſhble, the 
next Generation may know more of the Truths of the Goſpel, 


than the preſent does. 


I muſt own, for my own part, I ſhould be glad, if we could 


ſo far prevail on the Papiſts, as to let us throughly inſtruct 
their Children, in thoſe parts of Religion, about which there 
is no Diſpute between our Church and theirs; in the Nature 


of God, and of that Redemption, wrought for Mankind by our 
Blefled Saviour; in the Aſſiſtance all good Men receive from 


God's Grace, towards leading a holy Life; in the ſeveral Mo- 
ral Duties of every Chriſtian; and in the Rewards of Heaven, 
promis'd to thoſe who perſevere in Holineſs; and the Puniſh- 


ments of Hell, threaten'd to thoſe who live in a Courſe of Sin. 
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Il am ſure, though they were inſtructed in nothing farther; 
yet, if they were well grounded in theſe great practical Truths, 
© it would be in them a great Reſtraint from Wickedneſs. And they 
© would; from this Knowledge, naturally paſs on to greater Mea- 
* ſures of it; and by having been taught to read, and us'd to 
have theſe Doctrines confirm'd to them out of the Scriptures, 
they would be qualify'd and diſpos'd, when they were grown 
up, to make farther uſe of the Word of God; and might, in 
God's. good Time, diſcover the Errors of Popery. 
But, when-ever this Corporation is erected, and begins to ex- 
ert it ſelf, it muſt be owing to the Zeal and Diligence of the 
Clergy in conducting and over. looking the ſeveral Schools, which 
may be ſettled in their Pariſhes or neighbourhood, that any 
reat Succeſs can be hop'd for from it, towards inſtructing the 
Children of the Poor, or reforming their Manners. 
AFTER having detain'd you ſo long, I ſhall add nothing far- 
ther, than juſt to put you, and my ſelf, in mind of ſome of 
the great Obligations we lye under, to promote true Religion 
and Piety, to the utmoſt of our Power : 
That to us is entruſted the word of Reconciliation, to put 
an end to that Enmity, which is betwixt God and ſinful Men: 
That we are the Servants of Chriſt, whoſe peculiar Buſineſs 
it is to promote the Salvation of thoſe committed to our Care; 
by opening their eyes, and turnmg them from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God; that they may receive 
* Forgroeneſs of their Sins, and an Inheritance among them, which 
are ſanftified by the Faith, that is in Chriſt Feſus: | 
That we are anſwerable to the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of our Souls, when he fhall appear, for the Miſcarriage of any 
of our Flock, when it is owing to our Neglect: 
XZ That our Account will be till more terrible, where, by our 
2 All Example, we have been the Occaſion of their Ruin: And, | 
hat we are fare of an immenſe Reward at His Hands on 
1 that 
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that Day, if we have faithfully and conſcientiouſly diſcharg'd 
our Duty. 

And may the 2 God ſo impreſs on our Minds the great 
truths of the Goſpel, and ſo aſſiſt us with the gracious Influence 
of his Holy Spirit, in the diſcharge of our Duty; that, when 
we come to give an Account of our Stewardſhip, we may do 


it with Joy, and may receive from our heavenly Maſter a 
Crown of eternal Glory, 
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